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RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 19 March 1883 

COPY “ of a Report from Dr. Stewart Woodhouse, Local Government Board 
Inspector, dated the 14th day of March 1 883, in reference to the Parish of 
Glencolumbkille, in the County of Donegal .” 



(No. 9640 — 83 — Glenties Union.) 

Dr. Stewart Woodhouse to the Local Government Board, Ireland. 

Gentlemen, Carrick, 14 March 1883. 

In reply to your letter of 10th instant, I have the honour of laying before 
you the following statement in reference to the parish of Glencolumbkille. 

The area of this parish is 32,245 acres. It contains a population of 4,139 
persons, or about 730 families. Of these, a very few are supported by fishing 
alone; about a fourth by both fishing and farming, and the rest by farming. 
The only other industries are the spinning of wool, the weaving of flannel, 
and embroidery. 

The data on which my observations are based were almost entirely afforded 
by personally visiting the homesteads of the people in the poorest localities. 
I have, however, to thank the Rev. F. W. Gallagher, the priest of the 
parish, the Rev. — Thompson, the rector, several of the local traders and 
others, for the information that from time to time they supplied me with. 

I have visited the homes of upwards of 100 families in the townlands of 
Cashel, Killanet, Dooey, Doonalt, Ballard, Banghort, Drim, Cloghan, Kinna- 
cullagh, Meenaveen, Malinmore, Malinbeg, and Cappagh. These visits were 
paid at different times, ranging from the third week in January till yesterday. 
In 72 cases notes of the circumstances of the family were made at the time 
I saw them. 

The townlands above mentioned are the poorest. In one or two of the very 
poorest townlands I went into every house ; in the others, the houses were 
either taken as they came, or where a selection was made, the houses that had 
the most destitute appearance were preferred. 

Dividing into three classes the 72 families whose statistics I noted, there 
were, — 

Nine that have two cows or upwards, with sheep, &c. 

Thirty-four that have no animal save a pig or fowl. 

Twenty-nine that have a cow, or a cow and a calf, with, in some cases, 
sheep. 

I visited about 30 other families of whose means I did not take notes, as 
most of them had stock, except 12 families of fishermen in Malinbeg who have 
neither cattle nor land, and were uniformly and wretchedly poor. 

Taking into additional consideration Teelin, a poor locality inhabited by men 
who are partly farmers and partly fishermen, forrning about one-fourth of the 
parish, and also the townlands that have no special claim to be regarded as 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



2 REPORT RELATING TO 

distressed, the whole 730 families may be grouped as before under three heads, 
thus : — 

One-quarter of them possess two cows, or upwards, some sheep, pigs, 
and a variable quantity of seed potatoes and oats. 

One-third are exceedingly poor, their possessions being limited to some 
fowl and perhaps a pig ; these have no seed potatoes nor oats. 

The remainder (nearly one-half) possess a cow, or a cow and a calf, 
together with a pig, and perhaps a few sheep. Seed supply deficient. 

Many have friends in America, some of whom send help. 

As a rule the people are fairly well clad, especially those who wear clothing- 
manufactured in the country ; but amongst the younger women flimsy shawls 
and dresses purchased from the shops have taken the place of the more 
substantial materials woven by themselves. 

I saw no scarcity of fuel in the houses. 

The children look healthy, and there is no unusual amount of sickness. 

The food consists of Indian meal stirabout, cakes made of Indian meal or 
Indian meal and flour, with or without milk. Along the coast fish and sloak, 
and sometimes doolamaun, are added, but the doolamaun I have seen in houses 
was always intended for the pig. Very few eat potatoes; many have told me 
they had not a potato since Halloweve. 

1 believe half the people have not seed potatoes. 

The causes of thi3 poverty are twofold. One set of causes is permanent, 
and to a great extent irremediable; the other is special and peculiar to the 
past year. 

Am.ongst the permanent causes may be mentioned : — 

1. The small size of the holdings, when the poorness of the soil is taken 
into consideration. Some have settled upon ground which nature never 
intended for arable land. Others by sub-divisions among their families 
have reduced the farm to a “ cow’s grass,” or a mere potato patch. 

2. Bad Farming. — Poor as is the soil it does not get justice. Hardly 
anything is done in winter. Drainage should be easy, as most of the farms 
have a slope, hut draius are very deficient. The preparing the ground 
for seed is postponed till spring has well begun. At the present date 
(14th March) there are fields intended for tillage to which nothing has 
yet been done. I have been told that potatoes are sometimes set only nine 
inches apart, resulting in a crop disproportionately small to the amount of 
seed. The same patch of land is planted with potatoes for successive years. 
Moreover the entire dependence for food supply is placed on the potato crop, 
oats being quite subordinate. Except grass and a few cabbages, nothing 
else is grown. Goats would thrive well here, but there is not one to be 
seen. 

3. Deterioration of Climate. — Complaint is frequent that during the last 
five years the climate has become worse than it used to be ; that the 
summers are colder, wetter, and stormier. I am informed that the potato 
crop of 1881 was scanty here, though good generally throughout Ireland. 

4. Failure of Industries. — The fish are said to have become much more 
scarce during the past three or four years. Herrings were formerly 
abundant; now they have quite left the coast. The fishing gear, spite of 
gifts from the Fishery Inspector and Commissioners, has deteriorated. 

. ^ ie . manufacture of flannel and of woollen cloth has greatly diminished’ 
involving the loss of women’s employment in carding and spinning. 

Kelp-making has ceased; almost no kelp has been made since 1879. What- 
ever may have been the cause of its decline then, it could not now be revived, as 
owing to the discovery in Chili of a cheaper material yielding iodine, kelp is 
only worth 2 l. 10 s. a ton, whereas it used to bring 6 l. or 7 l. 

The causes peculiar to the last year are : — 

1. The failure, more or less general, of the potato crop, not so much from 
disease as from want of development. Champions failed just as much as 
the older varieties. The failure is attributed to the coldness of the summer, 

and 
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and also to high winds in July which shook the stalks, loosening the roots 
so that tubers did not properly form. 

2. A storm on 1st October partially unroofed a number of houses, and 

blew away many small stacks of oats and hay, especially along the coast of 
Malin Glen, and the base of Slieve League. Several of the houses have not 
yet been repaired. • 

3. Lessened credit given by shopkeepers. 

The Poor Law relief is as follows : — The Union Workhouse, at Glenties, 
distant 16 Irish miles from Garrick (the chief village of the parish). This 
workhouse will accommodate 565 inmates ; at the present date (14th March) 
there are 160. It is in good order, clean, and comfortably heated. The beds 
and bed-clothing are good, and the diet similar to if not better than the usual 
diet of the small farmers of the country, while the sick get special diet and 
extras as ordered by the medical attendant who visits daily. I have repeatedly 
asked numbers of the inmates if they were comfortable, and, with a few excep- 
tions, they said they were. These exceptions all referred to the want of tobacco ; 
they said" they were comfortable otherwise. There is a separate ward for any 
women who have led immoral lives, so that they cannot mix with the rest. The 
children are all well cared and in good health with one exception, an infant 
that has eczema on the head, which is however very curable. There is also a 
Fever Hospital, a separate building with 40 beds. 

The relieving officer has lived in this parish since boyhood, and is intimately 
acquainted with the people and their circumstances. Up till the 10th instant 
his relief district comprised the parish of Kilcar, and part of the parish of 
Ivillybegs as well as the parish of Glencolumbkille. In this district since the 
16th December last he has attended four relief stations on fixed days every 
week, notices to that effect having been posted in public places. Now the greater 
portion of this relief district has been placed under the charge of a recently 
appointed relieving officer, so as to leave to the experienced officer simply the 
parish of Glencolumbkille (population 4,139), and one electoral division 
(population 531) besides. He lives within two miles of the most distressed 
townlands. His present relief stations and attendance days are the 
following : — 

Carrick every Tuesday. 

hlalinbeg every Wednesday. 

Glen (Malin) every Thursday. 

Malinmore every Monday and Saturday. 

These relief stations are very central as regards the distribution of the 
population, and are especially convenient for the poorer localities. The 
remotest hamlet in the parish is within three Irish miles of one or other of 
these relief stations, and for the most of them are much nearer. 

The map of the parish here appended, traced from the electoral division map, 
shows the relief stations and positions of poorest places. 

Belonging to the Union is a good covered spring ambulance; and the 
relieving officer can without difficulty procure cars for the conveyance of 
persons to the workhouse. 

From the permanent causes above mentioned, especially the first and second, 
this parish is always in a state of poverty. Even a year when potatoes are 
abundant does not avail to lift the hulk of the people out of it. The present 
distress is an accentuation or exacerbation of the usual state. There are parts 
of Donegal which are, so far as the land is concerned, actually poorer, but the 
people here are more helpless. They are not accustomed nor disposed to seek 
employment in other countries or counties, as the inhabitants do in some other 
parts of West Donegal. On the 14th of last month printed notices were posted 
throughout this parish by an agent of Messrs. Dunbar, McMaster & Co., 
of the Linen Works, Gilford, County Down, offering “ constant employment to 
hands, male and female, of 14 years old and upwards; car and railway fares 
paid.” The agent remained two or three days here, hut 110 one accepted the 
offer. 

There is an inability to see that their straitened circumstances are the result 
of tendencies which have been long in operation, and which cannot be averted. 
There is consequently a tacit refusal to acknowledge that any mode of effectively 

u7. dealing 
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dealing -with these difficulties can be found except by relief works or 
gratuities. 

Emigration is not in favour. Some have aged parents dwelling with them ; 
with others the hard work they would have to do in America is a deterrent. 

1 have been frankly told by some able-bodied men that they would have to 
work in America in “a. way that wouldn’t suit them.” Statements have 
been circulated among them that if they went their old people would be sent 
back by the American Government, and lastly, the priest of the parish is 
strongly opposed to it. Consequently hardly a family will avail themselves of 
the free emigration offered under the Arrears Act. 

Unfortunately self-reliance has in many cases broken down. I have been 
asked for money by a man who acknowledged he had at the time two cows, 
and who in happier years would never have dreamed of begging. Nor is this 
a solitary instance.' A plan, introduced early last month, of giving charitable 
aid by paying people for work done on their own farms, instead of, as pre- 
viously, working elsewhere, has contributed to this. A crowd have asked me, 
“ Will you pay me for working on my own land,” and then simply for money. 

Crime and immorality are exceedingly rare, and I will gratefully add that 
by the people whose houses I visited I was uniformly received with courtesy 
and every disposition to oblige. 

I have, &c. 

The Local Government Board, (signed) Steiuart Wooclhoitse. 

Ireland. 
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